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AIDS 2008: Universal Action Now

By Kamal Arora

six months and has an undetectable viral
load can have unprotected sex (i.e. sex

The five days of the International ) ; :
without a condom) with an uninfected

AIDS Conference have brought lots of o
thought-provoking discussion, research sexual partner. The staement reads: “an
and coverage on current issues pertaining HIV-infected person on antiretroviral therapy

to HIV/AIDS. The conference was held with completely suppressed viraemia

from August 3 — 8 in Mexico City and (“effective ART”) is not sexually infectious,
more than 24 000 participants i.e. cannot transmit HIV through sexual
participated from more than 194 contact” (Poz 2008a).

countries. Although it seems there weren’t _The recommendations were based on
any major breakthroughs in this year's four different studies carried out on couples

conference, a number of pertinent and in Brazil, Uganda, Spain, and also a study
fascinating issues did come to the surface  conducted on pregnant women. All four

— so the recent conference will be < ekttt
remembered for much more than the Contents
traffic jams it caused in M«ico City
Outlined below are some of the hottest
topics that arose during the AIDS
conference.
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AIDS 2008...

studies had similar results in that the
incidence of non-HIV-positive partners was
either non-existent or low (Kaiser Daily AIDS
Report 08/05).

Pietro Vernazza, MD, President of the
Swiss Federal AIDS Commission, maintains
that the statement was meant for Swiss
physicians to help them in discussing levels
of risk amongst their Swiss patients and their
partners (POZ 2008b). The Swiss statement
does not advise against safe sex or using
condoms, but rather promotes the possibility
of unprotected sex with a low risk of passing
along the virus. In an era where HIV
prevention messages primarily advocate for
and focus on condom use, this message
comes as a surprise.

infected persons who carry around the stigma
of being infectious — the Swiss
recommendation may restore the right of
intimacy and reduce discrimination.

From a woman’s standpoint, there are
both pros and cons as well. In heterosexual
relationships around the globe, men’s
compliance with condoms is disappointing
and women may find it difficult to negotiate
condom use because of pre-existing power
imbalances. This recommendation may be
positive for women in that the stress of
condom negotiation may be reduced for
certain couples — but it may also be negative
if misread or misused.

These are difficult times in the fight
for adequate HIV prevention. HIV vaccines are
still elusive, and recent microbicide trials

have shown to be

Many
guestions arose [
during the “Behind the Swiss
conference statement is the general idea that

regarding the
statement. How
does this statement
apply to the
majority of HIV
infected people in
the world who live
in the Global South
and have little \

all risks are created equal, and that
there is a problem in equal risks,

unequally treated. Because how can

one permit sex with condoms,

untreated, while prescribing sex

without condoms, treated, when the
latter is equally or less risky than

the former?”

unpromising. With all
the pros and cons
brought up on this
issue during the
conference, perhaps
more long-term
research is needed on
the Swiss statement to
ensure that it is a safe
recommendation.

/ Focus on Women

access to STI and
viral load testing?
In this case, it
seems unlikely that such a method would
apply and the statement seems like it will
continue to limited to those person’s living
with HIV/AIDS in more developed countries.
However, it may come as a relief b HI\V

and Girls — Room
for Improvement

There were many sessions that
focused on women, gender issues and HIV/
AIDS thoughout the conkrence. Havever,
although there were sessions that brought
international attention to women and HIV/
AIDS at the conference, few sessions looked
at underlying gender inequalities and the
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processes of socialization and the formation
of gender norms during childhood. For
example, gender-based violence was
discussed during the conference, but
generally focused on the experience of adult
women. Given that a many are infected with
HIV at a young age, it would be wise to
include more discussion about youth and
gender issues at future conferences.

During the conference, there was a lot
of discussion around safeguarding the rights
of sex workers and reducing HIVIn a plenawy
session held on August 6, Elena Reynaga
from the organization RedTraSex (in
Argentina) called for a full recognition of the
rights of sex workers and the integration of
HIV/AIDS programs in sex worker
organizations. Revnaga maintained that HIV
prevalence has been lowered in some regions
of South America because sex work is
recognized as proper ‘work’ and sex work
organizations receive more support. Fighting
discrimination and stigma, ending police
violence against sex workers, and
decriminalizing sex work need to occur on a
global scale to construct a successful
response to sex work and HIV/AIDS.

In the final plenary session at the
close of the conference, Canadian speaker
Zenibel Woods, from the Ford Foundation,
emphasized that scaling up prevention and
treatment efforts will not work if gender
inequality and women’s political end legal
environment remains unaddressed. During
her talk, Woods outlined three priorities for
responding to women and HIV: confronting
gender-based violence, investing in women’s
organizations, and working towards women'’s
sexual and reproductive rights.

So, where does this conference leave us?
New York Times repoter Lawrence Altman

M.D., reflected on the conference, writing: No
major breakthroughs were announced, and
cutting-edge research findings were rare. The
great strides that many researchers thought
they were on the verge of making in 2006 —
in vaccines, microbicides and herpes-
suppressive drugs b reduce H.L.V
transmission — have failed to materialize”
Let's hope that those working on HIV/AIDS
issues will continue to combine efforts for
prevention and treatment for the next
International AIDS Conference, scheduled for
2010 in Vienna.

AIDS 2008. Press Release August 8, 2008. Downloaded from
http://www.aids2008.org/

AIDS 2008. Press Release August 6, 2008 Downloaded from
http://www.aids2008.org/

Altman, Lawrence K. At Meeting on AIDS, Focus Shifts to Long
Haul

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/08/19/health/
19docs.html?_r=1&ref= science&oref=slogin

Kaiser Daily HIV/AIRp6& Auguss/08. Downloadedffn:
http://wwwkaiserngvok.omg/daily repds/
rep_index.cfm?DR_IDAF3

Poz Magazine. 2008A. Downloadduttipoin:
wwwpoz.com/dicles/hiv_meds_not_sexuallgcindus_
1 13922.shtml




The Positive Side

International AIDS
Conference 2008, Mexico
City. Youth, Leadesship,

and Inspiration
By Margarite Sanchez

The thing that stood out the most for
me at this International AIDS Conference
(IAC) was the power of the youth! Young
people had a strong presence throughout the
conference. | guess it is not too surprising
that Mexico, a country that adores its
children, would be the place for young
people to take focus. There were lots of
young Mexican volunteers working at the
conference but what really amazed me was
the number of positive youth speaking out
and taking leadership roles in the response
to HIV/AIDS. Keren Dunaway-Gonzalez, a
young Honduran woman infected at birth was
perhaps the best speaker at the opening
ceremonies- she got a standing ovation.
There was also the young Australian woman
named Stephanie (also living with HIV from
birth) who spoke at the Women’s March and
Rally. She’s sixeen years old and already a
role model!

During my stay in Mexico City | met many
smart young HIV positive activists from all
over the world, all of them energetic and
committed to making a difference for their
communities.

Over the ten days that | was in Mexico City
for the IAC and the LIVING 2008 pre-
conference | attended as many events as |
could. There were endless options of
seminars, skills building sessions, town hall
forums, marches and rallies. Here is a small
sample of what | saw, heard, and
experienced.

Positive Women’s Network
Action and Leadership on Women anch 85
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There was a great focus on women, taking
up from where Tronto (AIDS 2006) lef off.
The Women’s Networking Zone (WN2Z) in the
Global Village was busy and well organized.
The Mexican women did a great job,
complete with professional translators and a
written program in Spanish and English.
There was always something happening
there.

At the Women’s March and Rally
(August 5), the two main chants were:
“Todas las Mujeres, ddos los Deretios” (All
Women, All Rights) and “Nada Para Nosotras
Sin Nosotras” (Nothing For Us Without Us).
This was a very lively march with good
Carnival drumming that kept the whole
procession dancing along, chanting, and
having fun. It wound up in “el Zocalo” the
central plaza in Mexico City’s historic
downtown, where there were speakers,
singers and musicians. This is where | heard
Stephanie, the 16 year old Australian girl
speak, and singer Annie Lennox spoke as
well (see resources for link info).

A film called “Women On The
Fontline” premiered at this conference.
Short, but effective, it is a documentary that
looks at the lives of four young women from
four different countries. They were infected in
different ways and all rose to the challenge
of living with HIV by becoming ole models in
their respective communities. Wwo of the
women in the film were present: Violeta
Gracia Ross, from Bolivia, who is one of the
most well known AIDS activists in Latin
America. The ¢her was Fika Chia Iskandar
from Indonesia. Many of you may remember

her from the opening ceremonies in dronto
in 2006.

Networking in the PLHIV lounge (open
only to HIV+ people) provided opportunities to
meet people from all over the world.

The LIVING 2008 Positive Leadership Summit,
a pre-conference event, was attended by over
300 HIV+ delegates from different countries.
There were four advocacy themes:

- Access to treatment, care and services

- Positive prevention

- Criminalization

- Sexual and Reproductive health and rights

The two-day discussion of these themes
was interesting; pesonally, | found the
delegates themselves to be the most
interesting. There were people from every
corner of the globe, doing all kinds of great
things to improve conditions for people living
with HIV/AIDS.

During the conference, one of the
seminars | attended was about a program
that trains people living with HIV to be Expert
Patient Trainers (EPT). Used inver 20
resource poor countries, it offers interested
patients training to become part of the
clinical care team. The EPT’s are often HIV/TB
co-infected and are involved in helping the
newly diagnosed through interpreting, peer




6

The Positive Side

support, adherence issues, disclosure and
treatment side effects to name a few areas.
This is something that | think we could adapt
to our needs here in BC.

Art in Action

As an artist | was impressed with the
abundance of artwork throughout the
conference building and the Global Village.
There were molas from Panama, photography
from Africa, life-size papier maché skeleton
sculptures from Mexico.

One piece that really struck me was
an ephemeral art installation on Global
Awareness of Homelessness. While walking
through the Global Village | came across the
beginnings of this installation. | was invited
to write the name of the place | wanted to see
homes for people living with HIV The large
sheets of paper said: Housing Now for people
with HIV in :

| wrote Canada and my friend wrote
Vancouwer, BC. Lagr that day these same
large sheets of paper were covered with
names from all over the world. They hung
flapping in the wind all along the long
covered walkway that joined the Global
Village with the building where the main
conference events were taking place.

Every afternoon in Mexico City there was a
thunderstorm that moved in and suddenly
dropped huge raindrops. The thing that | liked
the most about the housing installation was
its exposure to the elements, like homeless
people experience. The rain drenched the
signs, and eventually destroyed them as they
fell wet to the ground. The next day the
The next day the homeless project had been
cleaned up and was out of sight, a poignant
comment on the ongoing challenge of
housing for the homeless.

Attending the IAC was a great experience
for me. | met lots of amazing and
wonderful people from all over the world.
The conference was huge with so many
things happening simultaneouslythat it can
be exhausting, however the personal stories,
the connections and the trust that can

happen between HIV+ delegates is probably
the thing that touches me the most deeply

| want to thank Positive Women’s Network
for sponsoring me and providing the financial
support that made it possible for me to go to
the IAC in M&ico City As those of yu who
attended the IAC in Dronto 2006 know,
these conferences can be very empowering
and motivational. It was such a valuable
experience for me that | would like to see
PWN budget in sending a couple of members
to every IAC. They are every two years, the
next IAC is in Vienna, Austria in 2010.

Resources to check out:

Annie Lennox speechhttp://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=1bcarSeXufg

Annie Lennox speaks at Women’s marchttp://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=YZvbxNmwW9c0

Nobody has the truth
written on their face.
Protect yourself.

Use a condom.

Positive Women’s Network
Action and Leadership on Women and 85
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Blueprint for. Actio
enjoys

By Marcie Summers

The Blueprint Coalition played an active role
in the recent International AIDS Conference
held in Mexico City August 3-8.Blueprint, in
partnership with Zimbabwe and Nicaragua,
released report cards on the international
response to the epidemic among women and
girls. Canada scored a D grade in its efforts
to protect and care for girls and women with
HIV-AIDS. According  the Louise Binder
who spoke on behalf of Blueprint at a press
conference in Meico City “... vomen and
girls in Canada need prevention and
education programs specific for women and
girls, female condoms and more research for
microbicides”.

The number of women newly infected with
HIV/AIDS in Canada as a percentage of the
total more than doubled in the past decade,
to 28 per cent in 2006 from 11 per cent in
1996.

In Canada’s Aboriginal community women
now make up fully half of all those with HIV-
AIDS, a level comparable with the hardest hit
region of the world, sub-Saharan Africa

Blueprint criticized governments in
Canada for their failures on a number of
fronts, including: a lack of legal rights for
those infected with HIV-AIDS, the
criminalization of prostitution, a lack of AIDS
education for young people, for failing to
support harm-reduction measures like the
safe-injection site in Vancouwer and for
cutting back funding for HIV-AIDS
community-based programs.

on Women & Girls & HIV/AIDS
a high profile |r}| Mer>r<1|co City

Blueprint members also were active
participants in the Women’s Networking Zone
in the Global Village, at the Women’s March
through the streets of the historical district of
Mexico City and exhibited a poster outlining
the report card process.

Plans are already underway to create a
similar report card for the International AIDS
Conference in Vienna in 2010. Zimbabwe,
Nicaragua, Rwanda and Norway have also
expressed interest in carrying on this work in
partnership with Blueprint. PWN is a proud
found member of the Blueprint Coalition.
Blueprint's high profile at the last two
International AIDS Conferences has been an
energizing and inspiring experience.

P 604 692 3000/ oll-free in bc: 1 866 692 200 f 604 684 3126
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The Facts and Fictions of Microbicides

By Kamal Arora

During the recent 2008 AIDS Conference in
Mexico, the mood was partly somber
regarding the recent developments in
microbicide research. A recent microbicide
trial, testing the product Carraguard, came up
with disappointing results - the product was
safe to use for women but did not reduce
their risk of HIV Hawever, microbicide
research is vital to continue global efforts to
prevent HIV and other sexually transmitted
infections.

Microbicides are chemical substances that
can be applied inside the vagina or anus to
prevent HIV and other sexually transmitted
infections. Some microbicides may double as
spermicides and thus act as a form of
contraception. As microbicides are a
relatively new breed of prevention methods,
there seems to be a lot of confusion as to
what microbicides are and what they can and
can’'t do. Read on for more information and
some clarification on exactly what
microbicides are all about, and separate the
fact from fiction!

Fiction: Microbicides will
protect 100% against HIV and
sexually transmitted infections.

STls are caused by different bacteria and
viruses, so it would be nearly impossible to
create a microbicide that will protect against
all viruses and bacteria 100%. A microbicide
that protects against one STl may not
necessarily protect against other STIs. Also,
no prevention method can be perfectly
effective all the time.

Fact: Microbicides will beneft
both men and women.

Bi-directional microbicides (which prevent
HIV transmission in semen and vaginal
secretions) are currently under development.
Using such a microbicide would allow HIV
positive women to protect both herself and
her partner during intercourse. Also, research
is well underway on rectal microbicides which
may be used during anal intercourse and/or
by men who have sex with men.

Fiction: Microbicides will
eliminate the need for using
condoms.

Condoms, when used correctlywill likely
provide better protection against STIs and HIV
than microbicides. But, microbicides might be
preferred by people who won't use condoms
or aren't able to, such as women whose
sexual partners refuse to wear condoms. The
Global Campaign for Microbicides states
research which “shows that if even a small
proportion of women in lower income
countries used a 60% efficacious microbicide
in half the sexual encounters where condoms
are not used, 2.5 million HIV infections could
be averted over 3 years” (Global Campaign
for Microbicides).

Positive Women'’s Network
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Fact: Microbicides are nd yet
available.

Although microbicide development has
been well under way for some time now, an
effective version has not yet been available
to the public. Microbicides are currently in
development around the world. Results on
the efficacy of microbicide trials on humans
will take time to surface, and it will take
longer for any effective and safe microbicide
to be approved for use. If any of the
microbicides undergoing trials right now are
effective, the earliest we will see it hit the
market is in about five years or so.

» Fiction: We don’t need
microbicides because the
medical world will come up with
an HIV waccine eventually.

Despite recent setbacks in microbicide
research, it's likely that effective

microbicides will be available sooner than an
HIV vaccine. HIV/AIDS prevention won’t be
effective unless we use a variety of
prevention strategies (microbicides, vaccines,
condoms, testing and counseling, education
and awareness) bgether. Ewen if a safe and
effective HIV vaccine is created, microbicides
will still be need for an integrated approach
to HIV prevention.

References:

Global Campaign for Microbicideshttp://www.global-
campaign.org/more_microbicides.htm

WHO. Microbicideshttp://www.who.int/hiv/topics/
microbicides/microbicides/en/ Accessed September
3, 2008.
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AIDS 2008 looks at Intimate Relationships and

Governmental Action

By Janet Madsen

It would be impaossible to try to report on
everything from AIDS 2008. All the people
I've talked to who attended mention the
sheer mass of input and stimulation: the
information in sessions, plenaries and
satellites; the activism at marches, the
energy and exchange at the Global Village,
the colours of hundreds of posters displayed,
the people, the passion.

In listening to people and reading, viewing,
the word that comes to
mind about this
conference is marriage.
I'll readily admit | stole
the concept from science
writer Jon Cohen (who in
turn took it from
someone else- this is
how things get around).
Cohen reported that this
conference was about
acknowledging that
activists will be calling
for the marriage of
treatment and prevention
options (Kaiser
Network.org: XVII
International AIDS
Conference: Mexico City Notebook, August 7,
2008. kaisernetwork.org).

| read Cohen’s statement about marriage
in the same morning | looked at sessions
that focused on sex work, gender based
violence, and health care reform, and the
marriage idea resonated there too. Women'’s
Rights Equal Women'’s Lives (August 5)

featured activists who spoke passionately
about the need for gender-based work to
continue in sexual health and many other
arenas so that women and girls are not
continuingly at risk for HIV Shifts must be
demanded in economics, law, cultural
expectations and national governments’
support of the rights of women and girls.
Massive shifts are just that- massive, and
seemingly impossible. But the participants
brought up the issues with drive and the
ambition that of course these shifts can be
achieved. They expressed hope that women
will truly be able to lead
their lives with power,
dignity and respect that
are so missing in many
women'’s lives now,
universally. They shaved
that things need to
change, and can do so.
One obvious challenge
is that many societies
don’t even want to talk
about the issues that
affect women. Dr. Pedro
Cahn, co-chair of the
conference, opened with
an acknowledgement of
how men who have sex
with men, sex workers and
injection drug users have

been ignored:

“l challenge you and member states to work
with all the populations at risk for HIV some
of which, 27 years into this epidemic, they are
still to name. It is time to challenge the
tyranny of ignorance and denial. It is time for

Positive Women’s Network
Action and Leadership on Women and 85
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leaders of all kinds, political, religious and
community to help move this group in from
the margins of society to the center of the
global response b HIV" (Kaiser Nework.org:
XVII International AIDS Conference: Opening
Session, August 3, 2008: p 2).

HIV (August 5), Bafana Khumalo of South

Africa addressed the intimate levels of

change in his work with men and boys. It

makes sense that educating men about the

necessary changes in their perceptions and

privileges is a piece of work that cannot be
ignored or go undone. Women cannot
do it all.

-

patriarchy and what | call risky
masculinities, and our view is that
unless you do that, in our context,
working with women...

violence... exposes women to more

Women and HIV August 5, 2008 p 47).

\_

“We need to deal with men on issues of

on gender based

violence.” (Batana Khumalo, during: Women's
Rights Equal Women'’s Lives: Violence Against

Psychologist Gary Barker asked, “Is it
possible that men and boys and
masculinities can change fast enough
to make a difference for this generation
living in the face of HIV/AIDS?” in
another session on gender Later, he
suggested “I think the issue is not if
men can change. They are changing all
the time. To me, the question is hav
fast and can we speed up that
change?” (Kaiser Network.org: XVII
International AIDS Conference:
Commitment to Action: Implementing
Effective Responses on Gender and
AIDS, August 4, 2008, p 28, 30).

~N

J

| would add lesbians, trans men and
women, Aboriginals, and people in prison to
that list. All have been and continue to be
ignored to varying degrees in countries
throughout the world. The marriage of
prevention and treatment could also benefit
from a marriage of human rights and
activism, a marriage of government policy
and action, a marriage of social awareness
and change in intimate relationships. It's a
tricky dance at all levels.

At the intimate levels of one on one, men
need to be involved in changes for women
and other men. During Women’s Rights and
Women'’s Lives: Violence Against Women with

Moving from intimate gender
disparities to the global theme of the
conference, Universal Action Now,
former U.S. President Bill Clinton also
focused on the necessity of change. In a
session that discussed health system reform,
Clinton acknowledged the large
governmental steps necessay, but also the
small intimate ones. “Universal action on
AIDS is blocked not only by inequalities and
economics health care and education, but
also by widespread, persistent, gender
inequity and violence. They too contribute to
the spread of HIV and AIDS in much of the
world. We all know we need to do more to
promote the rights of women and girls to end
the epidemic of gender violence. Women
already bear a disproportionate burden as

P 604 692 3000/ vll-free in bc: 1 866 692 300 f 604 68 3126
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wives, mothers, grandmothers, and

healthcare workers in the AIDS crisis.
Violence and discrimination should not add to
that burden. (Kaiser Network.org: XVII
International AIDS Conference: HIV/AIDS and
Health System Reform: Achieving Universal
Coverage, August 4, 2008, page 24).

The combined efforts of talk and action;
treatment and prevention; law and social
change. All of it begins with one person and
can affect billions. Nyaradzai Gumbonzvanda,
General Secretary for the World YWCA said,
“For women, | think there are three
conceptual clarities that | would recommend:
empowerment (knowledge, skills, capabilities
and opportunity); a rights approach that starts
from the premise that women and girls, just
as much as men and boys are citizens with
rights; and security In the conext of HIV and
AIDS, participation of women in their
leadership is about human security’ (Kaiser
Network.org: XVII International AIDS
Conference: Commitment to Action:
Implementing Effective Responses on Gender
and AIDS, Aigust 4, 2008, pp 20-21). Taking
the concepts right to the individual,
Gumbonzvanda acknowledges that “Whatever
we do, change has to happen at the
household level” (ibid, p 25).

AIDS 2008 was marked with daily
drenching rain in the late afternoon (see
Margarite’s piece on how it affected one
advocacy statement), a wrinkle in the weather
every day to remind participants that things
are always in flux. Maybe this is the concept
to think more on: any relationship is
constantly in motion, and motion can be
directed to action. Whether it is high level
government health care reforms, individual
access to treatment and care, or shared
responsibility for safer sex, we are all

responsible for change. We'll see how things
unfold over the months and years to come,
and at AIDS 2010, let's hope some of that
change has been made.

To read more:
www.aids2008.org

The following references are all from sources all come from
Kaiser Network.org: XVII International AIDS Conference
coverage < http://www.kaisernetwork.org/aids2008/>

Commitment to Action: Implementing Effective Responses
on Gender and AIDS, August 4, 2008
<http://www.kaisernetwork.org/health_cast/
uploaded_files/080408_ias_gender_transcript.pdf>

Human Rights, HlIYand Sex Work Policy August 7, 2008
http://www.kaisernetwork.org/health_cast/
uploaded_files/080708 _ias_sexwork_transcript.pdf

Mexico City Notebook, August 1, 200&http://
www.kaisernetwork.org/health_cast/uploaded_files/
080108 _interview_cohen_transcript.pdf>

Mexico City Notebook, August 4, 200&http://
www.kaisernetwork.org/health_cast/uploaded_files/
080408 _interview_cohen.pdf>

Mexico City Notebook, August 5, 200&http://
www.kaisernetwork.org/health_cast/uploaded_files/
080508 _ias_interview_cohen_transcript.pdf>

Mexico City Notebook, August 6, 2008
<http://www.kaisernetwork.org/health_cast/
uploaded_files/

080608 _ias_interview_cohen_transcript.pdf>

Mexico City Notebook, August 7, 2008
<http://www.kaisernetwork.org/health_cast/
uploaded_files/

080708 _ias_interview_cohen_transcript.pdf>

Opening Session, August 3, 2008
<http://www.kaisernetwork.org/health_cast/
uploaded_files/080308_ias_opening_transcript.pdf

Women'’s Rights Equal Women'’s Lives: Violence Against
Women and HIV August 5, 2008 <http://
www.kaisernetwork.org/health_cast/uploaded_files/
080508 _ias_violence_transcript.pdf

® :



OctNovDec 2008 13

Aids 2008 Conference Pictures
By Sangam

resprndicnds ol Vik y al sida
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New Board Committed to Social Justice Issues

The new Board of Directors was elected at the
Annual General Meeting on July 10 and got to
work soon thereafter for orientation and
getting to know each other. Here’s a list of

the faces you might see around:

Veronica Bockwas born in Prince George,
and has also lived in Vancouwer.

Joni Devlin(in year two of her term), who
travels from Salt Spring Island for meetings,
serves as treasurer and keeps our financial
books in place.

Many of you already knov Tamara Holdal,
who has been at PWN as a practicum student,
a staff member, retreat coordinator, and

writer of the Retreat Planning Toolkit. She
currently works as a Clinical Social Worker
doing discharge planning with high risk male
offenders.

One of Monique Desroche& key interests
is equitable, safe, self-determined housing.
She supports and encourages women to find
and use their voices. Monique’s been elected
for a second term.

Kerry Jacoxworked for many years in
various business sectors, but moved into the
non-profit world in 1996. Kerry works for
Pivot Legal Society and commutes to her
home in Victoria on weekends.

Kendra Loewenis a staunch advocate of
social justice issues presergd by HIV She
works with the Mennonite Central Committee
(MCC), which focuses on relief, development,

and peace both internationally and in North
America.

Kath Webster (serving a second two year
term) is passionate about her work with
positive women. The focus of her work on the
Board has been in Board Development, the
AIDS Walk, and Positive Advisory Project.

A registered nurse who has been working for
the past two years at Vancouwer General
Hospital, Julianne Wiele is also involved
with the NAOMI project, a study about heroin
addiction on the Downtown Eastside.

p 604 692 3000/ oll-free in bc: 1 866 692 300 f 604 681 3126

€ pwn@pwn.bc.caW wwwpwn.bc.ca
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Events and Program Information

MON TUE WED THU FRI

drop-in  11:30-3:30  11:30-3:30 11:30-3:30 11:30-3:30 -
lunch - a7 e

Steps to Safe Housing: New Practicum Studen

Scotiabank AIDS Walk for ,
Life We have a new MSW practicum

student from UBC who will be

Sepember 2 vas thisgar's AIDS working with the Suppot Team
Walk (newly titled the Scotiabank A0D3Suesdays and W\ednesdays. If
Walk for Life to recognize the natioryau drop by, say “hi” to Alison!
sponsor). Thaok yey mub © She will be at PWN until April.
evexone who piEcipaed on behalf of

PWN. Thanks to you, we raised money

tovards our ptable housing subsidy Thank Yous

program.
Thanks to Capers on Robson for

supporting a Pancakes for Pride
breakfast! The day of the Pride
Parade (August 3), the PWN

Body Mapping Wrkshop  board served up steaming hot
cakes to hungry breakfasters
eager to fuel up for the Parade.

“Body Mapping”: Painting the Life

Story of Your Body Also, many thanks to the
A workshop presented by PWN and  15\ving groups that donated to

CATIE .
November, 28-30" 2008 our recent retreat:

Victoria, BC LUSH Handmade Cosmetics on

West 4th Avenue; Shoppers Drugs

Mart on Davie Street, Registered

Massage Therapist Jude drchuk;

Women Against Violence Against
Women (WAVAW).

Call Bronwyn at PWN at 1-866-
693-3001 for more information

Positive Women’s Network
Action and Leadership on Women and HIV/
AIDS
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Events and Program Information

Student Information Session

Puzzled by a paper? Positive Women’s Network can help. We will be hosting an
informatio